Review of 2019
2019 has been Ocean Youth Trust South’s third season with our fantastic new boat Prolific, and she has continued to
prove her worth as a superb vessel for sail training with young people.
The year began with two fantastic awards for OYT South’s team. Our Staff
Skipper, Peta Koczy, was awarded the title of Young Sail Trainer of the Year by
Sail Training International – a worldwide award for a professional sail trainer
under the age of 25. And Holly Vint, who was our Sailing Support Officer in
2018, won the annual award from the Association of Sail Training
Organisations and the Maritime Coastguard Agency for the best Potential Sail
Training Skipper – open to sail trainers who have not yet started skippering
large sail training vessels. This is a phenomenal tribute to two outstanding
individuals, but their skills underpin so much of our work.
We have also been delighted this year to introduce the new post of Staff Cadet. Paid
work in sail training is often available only to qualified skippers and experienced mates,
and it is hard for young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to reach this level if
they cannot afford to build experience and qualifications through volunteering. Our new
Staff Cadet post is a two-year paid training role, and the first Cadet is Georgia Watson.
We have known her since she first sailed with her Pupil Referral Unit – she was unable
to attend mainstream school due to issues with anxiety and mental health. She has put
all that behind her and is excelling on board, having now qualified as a watchleader and
earned her Royal Yachting Association Day Skipper theory and practical qualifications.
Our Staff Engineer since 2015, Josh Caudery, completes the team on board. At the start
of 2019 Peta was aged 24, Josh 29 and Georgia 20. OYT South is proud to have Prolific in
the hands of such a young and talented team, and to know that some of the very
brightest young prospects in UK sail training have chosen to work for us.
The 2019 sailing season began on 25th March with a crew from George Green’s
School in Tower Hamlets. For the second year in succession they sent us some
exceptionally keen and capable young people, many of whom rarely get out
of inner London. A 17-year old girl said: “My most favourite part was looking
at the view, and doing things I don’t think I could have done before, like going
on the dinghy and the bowsprit.” Another 17-year old added: “I got to see
dolphins, I’ve never seen them in my life, so I thought that was really amazing…
And the most memorable thing is just like the views, like the constant scenery everywhere, it’s beautiful”.
One of OYT South’s key sponsors is Marina Developments Limited, which not only provides Prolific with a home port
but also runs a competition every year to identify some truly deserving young people to sail with us. Six MDL award
winners completed a week on board: one 14-year old said she ended the voyage “…knowing that I’m gonna come

back at some point and that I’m gonna use everything I learnt to help me with that.” It is certainly true that
a sail training voyage can change someone’s life: Scott, MDL’s marina manager in Ocean Village, told the
group on their return: “I think the thing that struck me the most is when we put you on the boat, how tense
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and nervous you all were, not really knowing what was going on and
you were very worried about it … And now, watching you all and seeing
how you all are together, it’s rather gratifying, it’s very cool, you guys
are groovy … And just so you all know, I did something like this 40 years
ago – and I have been in the marine industry my entire professional life,
so watch out!” Big thanks also to John Green who took a fantastic set of
photos of Prolific in the Solent on a calm evening during this voyage and gave
us permission to use them.
Another Easter holiday crew included some Chris Ellis award winners (young
people who had sailed last year and won a competition to come again), pupils
from several local schools, and a couple of apprentices from Aston Martin, part
of a new project where we are working with the company to support their
apprentices completing the Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award. A 14-year old girl
- a young carer whose mum is an alcoholic - said: “I am definitely calling this
my all-time favourite experience. I could write a book about all I’ve learned. I
would do it again hundreds if I could.”
A new client for 2019 was the Rees Foundation which supports
care leavers. Six of them joined a mixed voyage over Easter which
enjoyed the first really good weather of the season – accompanied
by dolphins. A 21-year old care leaver said: “It has been a great
time learning new experiences and meeting new people. I’ve
gained some overall confidence. Thank you for a good trip. I didn’t
want it to end”.
The Amber Foundation offers accommodation and support to homeless young adults,
often with drug or alcohol problems or mental health issues. As they prepare to move
on from Amber, many of them start focussing on the need to have something positive
on a CV to show to potential employers, and a week with OYT South can provide valuable
evidence that someone can work in a team, follow safety instructions, take
responsibility, learn new skills, use their initiative and more. All ten of those who
completed the voyage worked hard to earn RYA Competent Crew certificates. One
Amber resident said: “A very big thank you all OYT staff / volunteers for teaching us
about sailing. I feel like I have come out my shell a lot more thanks to you all. A life
experience I will never forget” and added that the week had been a real lesson in
overcoming anxiety without using medication. An 18-year old girl said: “My lasting
memory is I’m a pirate now” and added “My best bit was just getting out there and
sticking to it: every day I was like ‘I’m gonna go home today’ but I didn’t.”
In contrast to Amber’s young adults, the next voyage was for a group aged 11-13
from Bruern Abbey School for boys with dyslexia or other specific learning
difficulties. It is always great to see their confidence grow through practical
rather than classroom-based learning. A 12-year old said: “My favourite part was
being brainy and thinking about how to get the sails down and also using my
muscles to pull up the sails. And I really liked driving! … And the dolphin that was
like almost close enough to touch, yeah that was amazing.”
Last year we particularly enjoyed a project with Ormiston Academies Trust which mixed girls aged 14-15 with women
mentors who have inspiring careers. This year we repeated the project and also ran a second week for boys and male
mentors. The idea is that students have time during the voyage to get to know adults with interesting jobs - including
OYT South's staff and volunteers as well as the mentors - and to find out how their careers developed, and perhaps
start to get some new ideas about what might be possible in their own futures.
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A 15-year old on the girls’ voyage said: “I have had an amazing experience whilst engaging in everything with a smile
on my face all of the time because of the people that have been fabulous to me through thick and thin. We should all
be proud of ourselves and each other and I will miss this so much”. On the boys’ voyage a 14-year old said: “The best
part of the week was probably like dinner time when we were all just were like one big family … I have loved every
second of this journey and I have grown as a person. This was a once in a
lifetime opportunity and I thank everyone for this experience.” Another 14year old said: “Working on the boat has shown me how crucial teamwork is for
some tasks. Communication with other individuals has been another thing that
is important”. Teacher Dan who sailed with the boys’ group said: “It was
absolutely fantastic and it’s a real credit to you guys as individuals and as a
group because it’s your hard work, it’s you listening to all the information that
we’ve been given and putting that into practice, that will stand you in really
good stead, if you can take that into other situations in your lifetimes, that will
really help support you. Probably one of the best things I’ve done in terms of
being involved in school and education.”
In between the two Ormiston voyages we did a day sail as part of the Gosport Marine Festival. This included a journalist
from the Portsmouth News, Zella Compton, who wrote in a subsequent article: “Prolific … is a stunning yacht which
takes groups of mainly young people to sea, and teaches them confidence and skills. It’s crewed by an awesome band
of staff whose average age – get this – must be about 24, as far as I could tell. They’re manning this gigantic vessel,
with tonnes of land-lubbers on board, and expertly negotiating around shipping in the Solent – ferries, leisure boats
and dinghy races. If there ever was such a thing to build confidence, sailing that beast at that age – any age – is surely
it … if you have an eligible young adult who could do with a challenge, have a look at Ocean Youth Trust South’s
website.” Zella has since signed up to train as one of our volunteers!
Half-term brought us two voyages for young people in care: a group from Kent and another from Hillingdon. The two
groups are very different: Hillingdon brings young people aged 16-18, often including asylum seekers and others who
have never had the opportunity to do anything remotely like this; while the Kent group were aged 11-14. One of the
Hillingdon leaders told us: ”The support and encouragement from you all given to all the individuals has been in many
cases life changing! Thank you for doing what you do.”
Once a year we run an over-18s week which can attract adults who are
thinking about applying to join our volunteers. They had a busy week
developing their skills and we ended up with an excellent list of new people
invited to join our team. One is the mum of a boy who sailed a few years ago:
she said: “I loved it. Awesome staff. Amazing crew, Learnt loads … The most
memorable bit was being given the opportunity to lead an exercise but having
assistance, someone to ask.” Another had volunteered extensively with other
sail training organisations but will be back with OYT South having described
Prolific as the “Best sail training boat ever… the best run sail training boat I’ve
been on in quite a while.” A 23-year old commented: “My best bit was how
safe and supported I felt with the sea staff, and how comfortable we were all made to feel straight away”.
Outdoor Lads is a charity which promotes outdoor activities for gay, bisexual and trans men – some of whom give up
sport in their teens due to fear of homophobia and bullying. They sent a group for a voyage in June and one crew
member commented: “My best bit was really quite a simple thing – yesterday after we’d moored up, Andy said, ‘Oh,
the backstays need to go on’ and I thought, ‘I know exactly what he means’ and we went and did it and nobody told us
what to do, and we just pulled that bit of rope in and I went ‘Yes!’ … Just being able to take that kind of ownership of
what we were doing, as opposed to more passively going on a journey, I thought that was really, really cool … seeing
how amazing and powerful nature is, and we’re in what is essentially quite a small boat, on this massive ocean and
just looking out and just seeing ocean as far as the eye could see, it was really, really something”.
In June we left our usual home base in Southampton for a summer in the west country. Dame Allan’s School was a
new client for OYT South and came all the way from Newcastle in the hope of experiencing a new sailing area. They
were very lucky with the weather and managed to exceed all expectations by visiting several ports in France and the
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Channel Islands, completing 320 nautical miles in seven days. The wind was in a perfect direction for both Channel
crossings and the return leg, at night, had a fabulous sunset and sunrise either side of shooting stars, dolphins, calm
seas, favourable winds and the boat mainly doing 9-10 knots! One of the teachers said: “Super trip, excellent staff and
amazing seeing students develop new skills”. A 15-year old commented: “Positive experience, testing new things that
I didn’t think I would enjoy and ended up liking. Would recommend to anyone and everyone.”
Another school group followed, from New Beacon – one of the youngest (and smallest!)
crews we have ever had: one of them was only ten and the oldest boys were 13. But
there was no lack of ambition and enthusiasm as a big overnight passage took them all
the way to the Scillies. They explored the islands with the boys navigating in traditionalstyle - charts and hand-bearing compass but not using the GPS - before heading back to
Cornwall. All this lead up to the real challenge of the week: on the last day the sea staff
were side-lined and the boys took over the roles of skipper, first mate, watchleaders,
engineers, navigators and more to run the ship for themselves on the final passage to
Falmouth. They took their responsibilities seriously, worked very hard, and got the
vessel safely into harbour with minimal input from the staff. Mark, their teacher, said:
“They’ve learnt more in a week on this boat
about themselves – I’ve learnt more in a week
about them – than what perhaps they’ll ever do
in a year or two years at school. It’s incredible,
well done boys.” Two 12-year olds said: “The trip was challenging but very
very fun, the volunteers helped me sail and helped me learn my sail settings.
My summer was made a hundred times better and I recommend it to almost
everyone” and “An amazing trip that teaches you many valuable lessons that
improve your sailing and about life in general. The food is delicious, and the
sea staff are all funny and make you smile all the time”.
The tradition of staff standing aside for the crew to run the boat themselves reached new heights on the next voyage
when an older crew achieved what skipper Peta described as one of the best Challenge Days ever. An 18-year old said:
“My best memory probably was the Challenge Day yesterday because I think taking over the ship for a little bit was
really good, and doing all the different jobs and just running it, and the ship being run by kids was brilliant to see.”
Next came Skelton Explorer Scouts who also had an excellent Challenge Day an amazing passage with the mizzen staysail up, a white-beaked dolphin
alongside, and later some fantastic stars. Group leader Paul said: “Just sailing
in the stars last night and having everyone just in awe of what we were doing,
it was amazing, absolutely amazing, seeing the Milky Way so strong last night,
it was incredible. Many found real personal strength through genuine
challenging experiences – the end of the voyage could now be a beginning … it
was a wonderful experience that will live for many years to come.”
After that the weather turned against us: the next crew all worked hard in difficult
conditions and one 15-year old boy said: “I think the best part of this journey has
been sort of like getting away from the city and being a bit more free and just being
useful and doing stuff instead of just lying around. And the most memorable part
was probably the last day where we sailed, where we kind of just took control of
the boat, and like really got to be independent and lead.”
Also enduring strong winds was our annual group from the MACS charity which
supports young people born without eyes or with under-developed eyes. Many
also have other medical conditions or learning difficulties. Several MACS members have sailed with us over three or
four years and we have seen enormous changes – one girl who has always sailed with a sighted buddy is now confident
and capable enough that the skipper has said she could come without a buddy next time. Meanwhile, a blind 21-year
old last year took an hour to get down Prolific’s side into the dinghy for a trip ashore – this year she did it in 10 minutes.
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Another 21-year old girl said: “Everyone pulled together, and like if we didn’t
have enough people in our watch other people would come and help. I felt
super anxious before I came but once I was on the boat, I was super
comfortable”, and a 19-year old said: “My most memorable bit was finally
going on the bowsprit, it took me three years to do it, but I finally did it.”
Late August saw a very special voyage. OYT South was proud to be chosen as
the charity of the year for the 2019 Poole Harbour Boat Show and thanks to
their fundraising and the support of many generous donors, we were able to
select 15 exceptional young people nominated across Dorset. We had an
extremely high standard of nominations. Some applicants had been bereaved in tragic circumstances, others were
young carers, or had shown real courage and self-sacrifice, or had worked hard to turn their lives around following
serious problems. They turned out to be a fabulous group who bonded extremely well and were hugely appreciative
of the opportunity they had been given. They spent a great week exploring Devon and Cornwall before proudly
navigating Prolific into Poole as a capable and competent crew. A 15-year old girl said: “One of the best experiences of
my life. So happy I could come on this trip. Everyone was amazing and we all treated each other as a proper crew … It
was epic!” A 14-year old girl said: “I’m very glad I got a place on this trip even though I was really nervous and didn’t
really want to come. I’m glad I did I got along with everyone and had a huge laugh.” We had some excellent feedback
from families after this voyage: “Wowww! Thank you sooo very much. We are SUPER PROUD PARENTS … It has been
pure HAPPINESS AND BLESSINGS. That our daughter has been enjoying her
voyage with Prolific and we were talking to the crew and it's all positive and we
cannot THANK YOU ENOUGH” and “I'd like to say thanks so much for the
opportunity she had to sail with you guys, we had quite a few concerns about
what sort of experience she would have as she has never sailed and wasn't all
that keen to try it, we were blown away by what a fantastic time she had and
all the lovely feedback from your crew and captain, she gained so much from
the trip and has come back with a new found confidence and established higher
level of self-esteem which has come at a great time with her just about to start
her GCSE's so as her parents we can’t thank you enough!”
The next voyage sailed from Poole to the Channel Islands before
Prolific returned to the Solent after two months away – celebrating
by writing “OYT” in the Solent with their vessel track, a great feat of
navigation and boat handling as they had to allow for the tide and
keep out of the way of other boats. Two 17-year old boys said: “My
most memorable bit was like growing in confidence with what I’m
doing” and “Thank you so much to all that helped me learn new
things about sailing and becoming socially independent.”
A group of Air Cadets from south London were the next to sail and had a great
time: a 14-year old girl thought “The best I would say is the night sail, and
night shifts, cos it’s kind of like even though you had to wake up in the night
and stay up in the night, or whatever, it’s still kind of fun to just like, it’s kind
of like a midnight feast but without food.” Then some Explorer Scouts from
Swindon joined for a weekend voyage and a 17-year old said: “Being mounted
on the bow of the ship, that was absolutely terrifying. I haven’t been more
scared in the last year, and I loved it, I will never forget that.”
For the second year, OYT South worked in partnership with the Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust, running a more
challenging voyage in a larger vessel for young people who already had experience of sailing through EMCT. They
proved to be a superb group and this was another great example of two charities working together, sharing skills and
experience. A young man aged 20 said “I’ve really struggled with confidence post-chemo; this trip has been

the first time I've started feeling confident again… It’s definitely the most active I’ve been since chemo so it’s
kind of been nice to sort of have that confidence that you can sort of do stuff again, which was much needed
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and very nice … The amount of laughs and smiles we’ve had has been exactly what I needed, for the first time
I started feeling like my pre-chemo self which was so lovely.” A 24-year old added: “I’ve been laughing all
week … I think the only time when I stopped laughing was when I went to sleep.”
In September we had a couple of excellent adult day sails including people
who have given superb support to the charity in an immense variety of ways
– from the Chief Executive of the Maritime Coastguard Agency to
representatives from the three organisations which made it possible for us
to create the new salaried post of Staff Cadet this year – John Hughes from
the Honourable Company of Master mariners, Les
Chapman from Trinity House and Michael
Campbell from the Ellis Campbell Foundation.
Meeting the three donors who funded her post
was only one part of a very big week for Staff Cadet
Georgia as she also passed her Second Mate
assessment in the same week and then went on to
be a guest speaker at an event run by the
Association of Sail Training organisations in the
grand surroundings of Trinity House in London! The
audience of dignitaries and sail trainers was very
impressed by Georgia’s tale of how her life had
changed since becoming involved in sail training.
Shooting Star CHASE hospice arranges voyages for siblings of life-limited children. A 15-year old said: “I would definitely
do this again in a heartbeat”; a 14-year old said: “My most memorable bit was probably making a lot of friends on the
boat that I wouldn’t have made otherwise … Was one of the greatest experiences I have ever had” and a 13-year old
added: “I really enjoyed sailing in the dark and I am really proud of completing some night navigation. I found pulling
the ropes hard work but it is cool when the boat is sailing.” One of the group leaders said: “Such an amazing experience
– LOVED every single moment! To see all the young people learning / experiencing / bonding has made me so proud –
I’ve had a tear in my eye on many occasions due to laughter and pure and utter admiration! The sailing crew have
listened and asked for opinions and have acted upon them, you are all an inspiration to us all.”
The Vyne School, Basingstoke has sent 67 students on voyages over the last eight years and has been able to watch
the impact over the long term: staff member Penny says: “These experiences have given life changing skills such as
confidence, self-belief, trust and an "I can" attitude. For some of these students getting through to Year 11 and final
exams was looking bleak, but the experiences enabled them to complete it and achieve.” She tells the story of one boy,
the last in a large family, none of whom had completed their education
successfully until the youngest was chosen to sail at age 13. The experience
helped to integrate him, making him feel recognised and valued in school,
building positive friendships and breaking down barriers with school staff.
Three years later he left school with a good attendance record and some GCSE
passes, to train as a motor mechanic. Hopefully the impact will be the same on
this year’s group which included people in need of extra support for all sorts of
reasons – one was a young carer; one had recently lost her mum to cancer;
another has a dad serving a long prison sentence; and several had special
educational needs.
Each year, Prolific takes part in the ASTO Small Ships race in the Solent, competing
against other sail training vessels crewed by young people. Our crew this year came
mainly from the Prince’s Trust - young people with significant personal challenges being
supported into work or training. A 20-year old said: “My best bit was working in a team
and making friends and meeting all of you. My most memorable part was steering the
boat because that’s something I never thought I’d be able to do.” And a 17-year old said:
“Had a blast, the boat is beautiful. I learned a lot and cannot wait to come back.”
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Alfreton Park Community Special School brings young people with multiple moderate to
severe physical and learning difficulties to sail alongside adult carers. An 18-year old said “I
like the waves and chocolate spread. I had a good week.” and one of the carers added “So
grateful for this experience. Fantastic to see how the children have grown during the week.”
Next came a training weekend for new volunteers. One experienced sailor emailed
afterwards: “Just want to say Wow, Wow and Wow, I have just spent an amazing weekend.
It's been delightful to see how the Trust operates; the commitment and professionalism of
the permanent crew is A1, and the watch leaders and other volunteers’ support is inspiring.”
A very special voyage was created when OYT South’s Isle of Wight Support Group
offered funds for six deserving young islanders to sail with us. We advertised for
nominations and the calibre was so high that with the help of other donors we
expanded the scheme to fill a whole voyage. The final list included some
outstandingly deserving individuals – including a boy whose family had faced so
many bereavements and tragedies in rapid succession that one line of his
nomination read “We seemed to be forever comforting each other.” They all did
brilliantly, growing hugely in confidence throughout the voyage which ended with
an Isle of Wight circumnavigation. The dad of a crew member with special
educational needs wrote: “Wow!! What a fabulous four days away she has had on the OYT boat Prolific. She has
absolutely loved the experience and a big thank you to all the crew who seem to have given her a lot of support and
encouragement. Thank you very much for accepting her on board and giving her such a boost; much appreciated.” And
one mum who had several calls on the first day trying to reassure her very nervous son who wasn’t at all sure he could
complete the voyage told us the day after the voyage finished: “He actually didn’t want it to end! And has talked of
nothing else since his return! And of when he can go again! So, thank you so so much - RESULT!” This is a family which
has been through very sad times, so to have sent their boy home happy and enthusiastic is beyond price.
Ambition, Aspire, Achieve is a charity working with very disadvantaged young people in
Newham, east London. They made the most of a stormbound October day with an early
Hallowe’en party in board and everyone dressed as zombie pirates; but they did manage
to sail too. One of the AAA leaders said: “The thing I enjoyed most was coming back in
the dark last night, that was amazing - watching all the young people out there and
working.” A boy aged 13 said: “The best part was sailing back in the dark, ‘cos I really
enjoyed it, it was a different experience.”
The final voyage of 2019 was a return visit for Park House School, Newbury. They offer an annual May voyage for a
mainstream group, whose parents can usually afford to contribute; but this year we helped to raise funds for a special
extra voyage for some of their more disadvantaged students. It was a really worthwhile group who clearly benefitted
from the experience. A boy aged 14 said: “My best bit was learning new skills like tying different knots and the steering.
And my most memorable bit was seeing all the lights of Portsmouth when we were sailing in”. One parent wrote later:
“I would just like to thank you all. My daughter joined your last voyage with Park
House School. Her place was last minute and when I told her about the trip she
was less than enthusiastic! (You could genuinely hear her eyes roll!) Well, within
hours she admitted she was enjoying it and by the end of the week she was telling
me that she didn't want to come home. Now home, she has not stopped talking.
Normally if I ask what she has been doing I get the usual teenage grunts! I knew
she would be way out of her comfort zone and that was kind of the point. But to
have her come home and tell me she is proud of herself for stepping up and doing
things she knows she would normally shy away from. That's priceless!”
Finally, the year which began with Staff Skipper Peta Koczy winning an award ended with another! Peta was shortlisted
for the Women of the Future Awards 2019 in the Community Spirits category, which recognizes exceptional women
under the age of 35. Women of the Future says: “The objective of this Community Spirits category is to celebrate the
new, varied generation of community-spirited young women, passionate about making a positive difference.” Just five
women were shortlisted in this category – and Peta came second, winning a judges’ High Commendation.
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Facts and figures


Prolific sailed 4,962 miles during the 2019 sailing season.



Including day sails and volunteer training as well as youth voyages, we had 598 crew berths to fill in 2018. We sold
or allocated (using bursary funding) 597 of these 598 berths (99.8%).



After late drop-outs and groups which chose not to fill all their places, we filled 566 of these berths (94.7%).



We also filled 321 staff and volunteer berths – including 134 with people aged 25 or under (41.7%). This figure is
particularly high because two of our three full-time staff on board are in this age group. However, 23.7% of staff
berths went to volunteers aged 25 or under – almost all having sailed first on an ordinary youth voyage and
impressed the skipper enough to be invited back for further training.



566 berths in total were filled by people aged 25 or under (including young people sailing in staff berths).



Excluding all day sails and volunteer training voyages, 460 people sailed in crew berths on standard residential
youth voyages averaging around 5 days on board. 289 (63%) were male and 171 (37%) were female. We have
made a funding application specifically for bursaries for girls in 2020 in the hope of tackling this imbalance.



293 (64%) had some specified disadvantage and a further 24 places went to adults essential for disadvantaged
young people to sail (e.g. carers and support staff) – so 317 (69%) of these berths in total come under the
disadvantaged heading. 131 people on these voyages (28%) had some form of physical or learning difficulty.



Many of the disadvantaged young people received voyage funding from the organisation which booked their place
– such as a school, local authority or charity. But 259 young people were allocated some bursary funding thanks
to OYT South’s generous donors – ranging from full funding for those who couldn’t afford anything and had no
other support, through to smaller amounts for those who could pay something but not the full amount, or in
voyage subsidies which help with costs such as staffing, fuel, harbour dues, food etc. for their time on board.



432 people completed pre- and post-voyage Outcomes Wheel self-evaluation sheets giving themselves marks out
of 6 in different areas. Average changes during this year’s voyages included:

Feeling confident
Working in a team
Learning new skills
Coping with new experiences
Dealing with setbacks
Compromise & negotiation when living with different people
Learning from experience
Communication (speaking and listening)


% change
+ 28%
+ 17%
+ 17%
+ 20%
+ 22%
+ 18%
+ 13%
+ 15%

250 people earned RYA Start Yachting certificates - the most we have ever done in a season - and 111 earned the
more advanced RYA Competent Crew certificate (two behind last year’s record). We always stress to young people
and the staff working with them that these certificates represent much more than basic sailing competence: they
can be used as evidence of transferrable skills. To earn a certificate, young people have to be able to listen,
concentrate, work in a team, persist where they initially struggled, contribute to cooking and cleaning as well as
the more exciting jobs, cope with living in an entirely unfamiliar situation and being away from home, undertake
tasks which some will have found really challenging, take responsibility when asked, and much more.
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